HARVEST SEASON
MAKE SURE YOU’RE
PUTTING SAFETY FIRST
CONTACT US
Office: 800-933-7362
24/7 PAYMENT BY PHONE
833-410-0497
WEBSITE
www.nobleremc.com
EMAIL
remc@nobleremc.com
OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday

Agriculture is the

• Use a spotter and deploy flags to

STREET ADDRESS
300 Weber Road
Albion, IN 46701

backbone of our

maintain safe distances from power

country, and our

lines and other electrical equipment

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 137, Albion, IN 46701

livelihood greatly

when working in the field.

depends on the

EMERGENCY POWER OUTAGES
To report a power outage, please call
800-933-7362. We are available to
serve you 24 hours a day.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rick Robertson, Chairman
Doug Burnworth, Vice Chairman
Bill Knox, Treasurer
Andy Strack, Secretary
George Bennett
Mark Demske
Joe Hutsell
Larry Ott
Jay Wysong
MANAGEMENT TEAM
Ron Raypole,
President & CEO
Sarah Dreibelbis,
Office Manager
Doug Dickmeyer,
Manager of Engineering & Operations
Kevin Dreibelbis,
Communications & Marketing Manager
Adam Chitwood,
Manager of Finance & Accounting
Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
nobleremc
Follow us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/NobleREMC
Follow us on Instagram
www.instagram.com/nobleremc

crops provided by
American farmers.
In addition to

• If your equipment makes contact
with an energized or downed power
line, contact 911 immediately and
remain inside the vehicle until the

being one of the most labor-intensive

power line is de-energized. In case

professions, farming is also considered

of smoke or fire, exit the cab by

one of the most dangerous jobs in the

making a solid jump out of the cab

U.S.

(without touching it), and hop away

The hard work and exhaustive labor
are tough but rushing the job to save

to safety.
• Consider equipment and cargo

time can be extremely dangerous —

extensions of your vehicle. Lumber,

even deadly — when farming near

hay, tree limbs, irrigation pipes and

electrical equipment.

even bulk materials can conduct

Every year, we see collisions where
tractors and other farming equipment

electricity, so keep them out of
contact with electrical equipment.

accidentally hit with utility poles and

National Farm Health and Safety Week

power lines, causing injuries and

is Sept. 19-25 but practicing safety

power outages. These dangerous

on the farm year-round yields positive

accidents can be avoided by looking

results.

up and around your surroundings when
operating large farm machinery.

Noble REMC’s top priority is safety,
each and every day. Please don’t

If you’re preparing for harvest season,

forget to look up when handling large

please keep the following safety tips in

farm equipment — it could save a life.

mind:

RON RAYPOLE

• Maintain a 10-foot clearance around
all utility equipment in all directions.

President/CEO

SEPTEMBER 2021

5

2 0 co-op
y e a rnews
s l ater

STAFF REFLECTS ON SEPT. 11

“It was just eerie.”
That’s how Noble REMC Journeyman
Lineman Rob Coil remembers the
moment he knew things had changed
on Sept. 11, 2001.
He was stringing line early that
morning after hearing the news of
Flight 11 crashing into the North Tower
of the World Trade Center in New York
City over the radio as he drove to the
jobsite. Outside, it was too calm.
“It was just kind of spooky not seeing
all the planes in the air,” fellow
journeyman lineman Doug Eggl said
of the flights being grounded directly
afterward.
“Exactly,” said Coil.
For most employees, the first crash at
8:46 a.m. gave no indication of what
was to come.
Right-of-Way Foreman Ray Burns,
who was up in a bucket trimming
trees, was told of the news by another
employee who was on the ground
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listening to the radio. He assumed it
was a mistake by the pilot.
A serviceman at the time, Dan
Cochard sat in his truck for half an
hour listening to the news, before
tearing himself away to finish his work
at a member’s Bear Lake location.
He wanted to get back to the office to
learn more.
Then the South Tower of the World
Trade Center was struck by another
plane not even 20 minutes later.
Now they knew it was more — it was
an attack.
In the office, employees were
glued to the televisions, which were
broadcasting it all in real time.
“With the first plane, it felt like a freak
accident,” now-office manager Sarah
Dreibelbis said. “When it was two
planes, it was a feeling of ‘Oh my
gosh, what is going on?’”
Kevin Dreibelbis, communications
and marketing manager, walked into

another employee’s office and was
told the news. He didn’t realize the
gravity of the situation until the second
plane hit the other tower.
“It wasn’t easy to focus on work at that
point,” Kevin said. “Your mind was
consumed with it.”
No one knew what it meant. Why did
this happen? What would happen next?
But employees at the co-op continued
with their duties the best they could,
as they kept their ears open for more
information.
In the office, Sarah and the others in
the front office had a billing to complete.
The linemen needed to continue
stringing line. Others had their daily
duties to carry out for our members.
While the world held its breath,
waiting for what would happen next,
employees continued working, though
they would check in with the radio or
television during breaks in work or on
their lunch time.

co-op news

“

... I, like every
American, can not get
the tragic events in
our country out of my
mind.

”

MONTE EGOLF
THEN-CEO OF NOBLE REMC
“I mean, it was just strange,” said
Sarah. “We’d never really experienced
that before. Everything just came to a
screeching halt.”

“People were just in shock,” said CEO
Ron Raypole, who had only been
working at the co-op as an engineer
for a few months. “It was war on our
turf.”
It’s a day that brings up such vivid
memories — “Where were you on
9/11?” — it’s odd to think there are
working-age people who have no
recollection and connection to such an
infamous moment in history and time.
The youngest employee at Noble
REMC was an infant when it took
place. For those who worked at the
co-op, it’s a stark realization of how
much time has passed but how it also
feels like no time at all.
“To me,” Coil said, “it doesn’t seem
like it’s been 20 years.”

By the end of the day, both
those working outside and inside
congregated around the televisions in
the office to see what happened while
they were away and working.

In the weeks and months following
9/11, no one knew what may happen
next. Would terrorists attack our electric
grid or other utilities and necessities?
How safe were we really?

Employees would learn about the
attack on the Pentagon by Flight
77 and, in the days following, the
bravery of the crew from Flight 93 who
sacrificed themselves to stop another
attack, crashing the plane into a field
in Pennsylvania.

Then-CEO Monte Egolf summed it
up best in his comments to the board
of directors a little over a week later,
when the nation, and world, were still
reeling:

In time, the world would learn that
the planes were hijacked by terrorists
linked to the Islamic extremist group
al Qaeda to attack targets in the
U.S. They were allegedly acting in
retaliation for America’s support of
Israel, involvement in the Persian
Gulf War and military presence in the
Middle East.
Almost 3,000 people were killed that
day.

“As I write this report this month, I,
like every other American, can not get
the tragic events in our country out of
my mind. Everyday challenges that
we deal with here at work and in our
personal lives right now seem sort of
insignificant in the scheme of the ‘big
picture.’ Obviously, it’s too early to
tell but my guess is we will feel some
effects right here at Noble REMC,
maybe through increases in liability
insurance, power costs and perhaps in
many other ways that we cannot now
even imagine.”

TRAGEDY IMPACTS US
ALL, EVEN YOUR CO-OP
Electric cooperatives were created in
service to our community, to ease the
hardship of those in rural areas not
being serviced by larger utilities.
With 85 years of experience, Noble
REMC has seen the world change in
unexpected ways and has reached
out beyond our community to serve.
Not even 10 years into our existence
in 1944, we attended a post-war
planning meeting in Indianapolis with
other statewide co-ops to discuss the
impact of World War II.
About 60 years later, there would
be fears the electric grid would go
down due to the change from 1999
to 2000 on electronics. The co-op
began preparing more than a year in
advance of Y2K with inventory and
testing measures to ensure service
would continue uninterrupted into the
new millennium.
A month after Sept. 11, the Enron
scandal rocked the utility world and
affected the trust of the nation in
its energy providers. Noble REMC
reassured our members through our
continued service of affordable and
reliable electricity.
And Mother Nature can never stay
quiet for long. In 2004 and 2005, she
brought two of the worst hurricanes
to hit the country, with Ivan and
Katrina, respectively. It was the first
time in more than three decades that
Noble REMC had sent linemen so
far to help restore power. Working
16-hour days and sleeping on cots,
they exhibited the best of our values:
cooperation among cooperatives and
concern for community.

SEPTEMBER 2021

7

co-op news

Your spare change at work
Local organizations want to get

• Ligonier Marshmallow Festival,

you out of the house and out in the

Inc., $2,000, festival youth

community (safely, of course!). The

activities

most recent disbursement of Noble
REMC’s Operation Round Up grant
funding is helping in their endeavor.
From support for a local festival to
improvements for an area park, the
pennies participating members, like

• The Apple Tree Center, $1,000,
outdoor project equipment
• Town of Churubusco, $1,500,
Churubusco Park construction and
improvements

you, donate by rounding up their bills

Thank you to those members who

each month through Operation Round

choose to participate in the program

Up are making a big impact.

and contribute to improving the quality

The third quarter distribution of the
program’s trust fund awarded $4,500

of life in our area! None of this would
be possible without your generosity.

to three different organizations in our

For local nonprofit organizations who

community, including:

are seeking funding for a project,

please fill out and return an application
to the Noble REMC office by Friday,
Oct. 1, to be considered for the
next round of Operation Round Up
disbursements. Applications can be
downloaded at nobleremc.com.

WHICH IS BEST FOR YOUR HOME?

THE THREE TYPES OF HEAT PUMPS
DUCTED AIR-SOURCE

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT

• Most commonly used heat
pump

• Easier to install, quiet, small in
size

• Moves heat rather than
converting it from a fuel, like
combustion heating systems

• Flexible for heating and cooling

• Reduces heating costs when
compared to baseboard
heaters or electric furnaces
• Newer, more efficient systems
now represent a legitimate
space heating alternative in
colder regions

GEOTHERMAL

• Moves heat through an open
loop system or pipes buried
underground

• Great remodel option when
ductwork is not present

• When compared to a
conventional heating system, it
can reduce energy use 25-50%

• No energy loss through
ductwork

• Effective in extreme climates

All three types of heat pumps can be effective in cold climates. Heat
pump systems should be installed by a licensed professional. Contact
Noble REMC for more details about heat pump options and available
Power Moves rebates!
Sources: Dept. of Energy and Consumer Reports, NRECA
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