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It’s your worst-case 
scenario. A major storm 
was predicted, and this 
time, the predictions 
were right. Many power 
lines are down, and 
your electricity may be 
out for several days. You 
are low on everything 

— food, pet supplies, toilet paper, batteries, 
diapers and your medication. 

Imagine how you would feel.

While you can’t predict which weather 
forecast will come true, you can plan ahead 
so when a severe weather event strikes, you 
have the tools and resources to effectively 
weather the storm. 

PREPAREDNESS 
ACTIONS AND ITEMS
• Stock your pantry with a three-day 

supply of non-perishable food, such as 
canned goods, energy bars, peanut butter, 
powdered milk, instant coffee, water and 
other essentials.

• Confirm that you have adequate 
sanitation and hygiene supplies, 
including towelettes, soap and hand 
sanitizer.

• Ensure your first aid kit is stocked with 
pain relievers, bandages and other 
medical essentials, and make sure your 
prescriptions are current. 

• Set aside basic household items you will 
need, including flashlights, batteries, a 
manual can opener and portable, battery-
powered radio or TV.

• Organize emergency supplies so they are 
together in an easily accessible location.

WITH ADVANCE 
WARNING
In the event of an outage, turn off appliances, 

TVs, computers and other sensitive 
electronics. This will help avert damage from 
a power surge and will also help prevent 
overloading the circuits during power 
restoration. That said, you can leave one light 
on so you will know when power is restored. 

If utilizing a small household generator, 
consider using LED holiday lights to 
illuminate a living area. A strand of 100 
white lights draws little energy yet produces 
considerable light. Solar lights also work, if 
they can receive some sunlight during the 
day for charging.  

During thunderstorms, the American Red 
Cross recommends avoiding electrical 
equipment and land-based telephones. Use 
battery-powered TVs and radios instead. 
Keep away from windows. Listen to local 
news or NOAA Weather Radio for emergency 
updates, or check Noble REMC’s SmartHub 
app or website for restoration updates.

After the storm, avoid downed power 
lines and walking through flooded areas 
where power lines could be submerged. 
Allow ample room for utility crews to safely 
perform their jobs — including on your 
property.

POWER IN PLANNING
Advance planning for severe storms or other 
emergencies can reduce stress and anxiety 
caused by the weather event and can lessen 
the impact of the storm’s effects. Sign up 
for NOAA emergency alerts and warnings 
and install Noble REMC’s SmartHub app to 
your phone to stay abreast of restoration 
efforts and other important co-op news and 
information. 

Act today, because there is power in 
planning.
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Don’t wait
Be prepared before the storm

SURVEY TO BEGIN
Researchers from Oppenheim Research 
are calling our members to help our power 
supplier, Wabash Valley Power Alliance, 
determine how much energy we’ll need in 
the near future. 

The survey begins this month and will end 
in January. Calls will only take place during 
the week from mid-afternoon until about 
9 pm. Co-op members will be randomly 
selected, and calls are designed to take 
less than 15 minutes.

If you do not wish to participate, you 
will not be pressured to do so, but we 
appreciate any and all feedback.

Call our office at 800-933-7362 with any 
questions.
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Manager Jim Grocock knows when most 
people look at the piles of rubble in and 
around Glen Hunter & Associates (GH&A), 
they don’t see what he sees.

“When people come in here, they see a 
bunch of junk,” Grocock said. “Really, it’s 
bags of money.”

The piles of bricks and mix are the 
remnants of refractory brick from former 
large-scale furnaces. The Noble REMC 
member resells the costly, raw materials 
as-is or creates a mix that can be used as a 
calming powder for the creation of steel, at 
places such as Steel Dynamics, Inc. It can 
crush hundreds of tons of materials a day.

A lucrative, international business not 
many are willing to undertake, the 
company finds a way for every part of the 
brick to be “beneficially reused.” One glass 
float furnace can result in about 1,500 tons 
of refractory materials. GH&A can then 
create five to six products for purchase 
within the industry.

So how tough can crushing or cleaning 
bricks really be? 

“These bricks literally laugh at steel,” 
Grocock said. This results in a lot of 
maintenance costs for the machines and 
equipment they use on a daily basis. “It’s 
labor-intensive, dirty work.” 

That’s why every penny counts, and GH&A 

knows to turn to Noble REMC and our 
POWER MOVES® program for energy 
efficiency rebates for upgrades at the site.

Most recently, the Kendallville site 
installed variable-frequency drives in 
seven electric motors to make its brick 
crushing system more efficient, earning 
it $22,400 in an upfront check and saving 
more money over the life of the drive.

POWER MOVES offers $80 per horsepower 
of the VFD, and with one motor sporting 
200 horsepower, the cash back quickly 
added up.

“We put up millions of dollars for the 
machines, but it’s nice to know you get 
a kickback for making this decision,” 
Grocock said of choosing energy-efficient 
options. “Who else gives you money back?”

And it doesn’t just help the business, it 
helps the cooperative and our members 
keep costs lower by not putting more 
pressure on the distribution system while 
they work.

“The installation of VFDs helps with our 
demand, because they’re not allowing all 
of their machines to be on at the same 
time,” Noble REMC Energy Advisor Brian 
Hawk said.

The business first began in Delta, Ohio, 
nearly 30 years ago, working mainly in the 
glass industry. It opened its Kendallville 

location about seven years ago and 
expanded into the steel industry, situated 
between multiple steel manufacturers.

As the business has become the go-to 
for such work, which is regulated by the 
Environmental Protection Agency, it 
continues to expand, and in the future, 
Grocock hopes to engage the nearby rail 
system to his benefit in shipping the heavy 
materials to nearby partners.

And when these changes and expansions 
happen, Noble REMC will be there to help 
the business develop and use its energy to 
its greatest potential.

Crushin’ it

Glen Hunter & Associates recently received a 
$22,400 rebate check from POWER MOVES for 
its decision to install variable-frequency drives in 
its crushing equipment’s motors. Holding the check 
are Grocock, left, and Hawk, right.

Glen Hunter & Associates Manager Jim 
Grocock, left, points to the piles of mixes the 
business creates from refractory brick and 
houses in its Kendallville facility. At right is 
Noble REMC Energy Advisor Brian Hawk.
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Ask the energy advisor
By Brian Hawk

With fall just around the corner, I find 
myself pondering the fundamentals of 
refrigeration. 

Before I lose you, hear me out.

I’m talking about heat pumps. A heat 
pump is essentially an air conditioner 
that can be operated in reverse to 
move heat from outside to inside of 
your home. 

Heat pumps have taken it on the chin 
in northern Indiana for far too long, 
and it’s time to set the record straight. 

Older heat pumps did not have the 
technology to operate effectively at 
cold temperatures. This alone would 
keep most contractors from installing 
them. Combine that with the fact that 
homes were built to “breathe,” and the 
heat pump was doomed from the start. 

With only so much space in this 

column, I won’t be able to dig deep 
into all the benefits of heat pumps, but 
I’d like to introduce you to the modern 
heat pump — an energy-efficient 
option for your home.

There are three types of heat pumps: 

• Air source: It looks like a 
conventional outdoor air 
conditioning unit with legs 
underneath and has ductwork in 
the home.

• Ductless (mini-split): It’s shaped 
like a large suitcase outside with 
a fan in the middle and a cartridge 
on the wall, floor or ceiling in the 
home.

• Geothermal: This unit sits inside 
the structure and utilizes ground 
water to move heat, instead of air, 
and has multiple ways to deliver 
heating and cooling through your 
home.

Take note that the 
word “move” is in bold 
above. That’s because heat pumps 
do not create heat by burning a fossil 
fuel; they simply move it through the 
refrigeration process, eliminating the 
threat of carbon monoxide. This gives 
them a distinct safety advantage in 
the much tighter envelopes of today’s 
homes. 

Additionally, the heat pumps of today 
are utilizing variable speed motors, 
inverter technology, multiple zone 
controls, sensors in the cassettes 
and more to operate efficiently and 
comfortably down to -23 F. 

Pair all of this with the stability of the 
price of electricity, and it really gives 
you a fantastic option to heat and cool 
your home in our neck of the woods.

Brian Hawk is the energy advisor at 
Noble REMC.

Congratulations to the Mid-America 
Windmill Museum, which celebrated its 
25th anniversary with a special celebration 
in July!

A member of Noble REMC, we’ve 
watched as the museum has grown and 
prospered into what it is today: a display 
of 52 windmills to educate, preserve and 
build awareness of the engineering feat. 
The Electric Consumer (now Indiana 
Connection) even featured the Kendallville 
museum statewide when it first opened.

Fun fact: It is the only museum to have all 
11 Flint & Walling models beginning with 
the ORIGINAL STAR, which was patented 
in the 1870s and sold for 40 years.

Though it took place on one of the hottest 
days of the summer, the anniversary 
celebration brought out community 
members for kids’ activities, special 
displays, apple slushies and homemade ice 
cream. There was also a special appearance 
by the Applesauce Singing Group and Miss 
Indiana Tiarra Taylor.

local Windmill museum stands tall
A family enjoys a free 
tour of the windmills 
on display during the 
Mid-America Windmill 
Museum’s 25th 
anniversary in July.
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Turning on the light
While you were grabbing a corn dog 

or lemon shake up, you may have seen 

our system engineer, Kenny Kill, visit-

ing the Noble County Community 4-H 

Fair. While he may have also indulged 

in the great food, he was there to give 

back to the community by helping to 

judge the 4-H Electric projects. 

Kill, alongside Energy Advisor Brian 

Hawk and LaGrange County REMC 

Energy Advisor Jake Taylor, evaluat-

ed projects and spoke to participants 

about what they learned while com-

pleting them.

The team graded each project based on 

workmanship and the 4-H member’s 

knowledge. First-year members built cir-

cuit boards; second-year members made 

a “shake” flashlight; third-year members 

created a trouble light or extension cord; 

and fourth-year and advanced 4-H’ers 

selected their own project. 

Congratulations to all of those who 

participated!

An average donation of $6 a year from you 
means a lot of good for those around you.

Because of our members’ generosity, 
Noble REMC’s Operation Round Up Trust 
Fund was able to award grants to six local 
nonprofit organizations this quarter.

This is made possible by the more than 
80 percent of our members who allow 
us to round up their bills every month. 
Those pennies per month are placed in 
a charitable trust, overseen by its own 
volunteer board of directors. 

This money is then awarded to nonprofit, 
community-based organizations in 
Noble, DeKalb and adjoining counties and 

benefits the communities the members 
and cooperative belong to.

Organizations awarded funding from 
the July distribution of the Noble REMC 
Operation Round Up Trust, totaling more 
than $8,500, include:

• Albion Community Center, $3,000, 
capital campaign

• West Noble Primary School, $1,250, 
outdoor activities gear

• Rock Steady Boxing, $550, equipment

• Common Grace Ministries, Inc., 
$1,000, special dietary food

• Central Noble 
Youth Football, 
$1,750, equipment

• Kimmell Baseball 
& Softball, Inc., 
$1,000, tree 
removal

To be considered for the next cycle 
of disbursements, local nonprofit 
organizations are encouraged to fill out 
and return an application to the Noble 
REMC office by Tuesday, Oct. 1.

Applications are available at the Noble 
REMC office or can be downloaded from 
nobleremc.com, under “Programs.”

Making a difference in our communities

Noble REMC System Engineer 
Kenny Kill speaks with a 4-H 
Electric participant during the 
project judging process at the 
2019 Noble County Community 
4-H Fair.


