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When we say 
that we live in 
a “connected” 
world, most of 
us think about 
technology, like 
our smartphones 
and other devices 
and gadgets. But 

when you’re a member of an electric 
co-op, there’s so much more to 
being part of our connected co-op 
community. 

We depend on you because you power 
our success, and when Noble REMC 
does well, the community thrives 
because we’re all connected. 

We greatly value our connection to 
you, the members we serve. And we’d 
like to help you maximize the value 
you can get from us through a variety 
of programs, products and services 
that we offer our members. 

For example, we can help you save 
money on your energy bill by calling 
our energy advisor and taking 
advantage of rebates on energy 
efficient upgrades and construction 
through our Power Moves® program. 

When you download our SmartHub 
app, you can monitor and manage 
your home energy use, pay your bill 
online, receive outage notifications 
and access a menu of additional 
options for potential savings and 
more. 

When you follow Noble REMC on 
social media, you can stay up to date 
on power restoration efforts, energy 
efficiency tips and safety initiatives. 
You’ll also see photos of our line 

crews in action and our employees 
helping with community service 
projects — and who doesn’t enjoy 
seeing good things happening in our 
community? 

By connecting with us, you can get 
real-time updates from your co-op. 
That’s why we want to make sure 
we have your most current contact 
information on hand. If we can’t 
connect with you on these platforms 
or in person, you could miss out 
on potential savings or important 
information. 

Noble REMC relies on data for nearly 
every aspect of our operations, and 
up-to-date contact information 
from our members helps ensure that 
we can provide the highest level of 
service that you expect and deserve. 
Stay in the know by giving our office 
a call at 800-933-7362 to check that 
your information is correct.

We hope you will connect with us 
whenever and wherever you can —
whether that means attending our 
annual meeting, providing feedback 
on a recent visit or call with our 
employees or simply downloading our 
SmartHub app. 

Noble REMC exists to serve our 
members, and when we’re better 
connected to you and our local 
community, we’re better prepared to 
answer the call. 

We look forward to connecting with 
you!  

RON RAYPOLE
President/CEO

Let's  
CONNECT

CONTACT US
Office: 800-933-7362

24/7 PAYMENT BY PHONE
833-410-0497

WEBSITE
www.nobleremc.com

EMAIL
remc@nobleremc.com

OFFICE HOURS 
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday

STREET ADDRESS 
300 Weber Road
Albion, IN 46701

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 137, Albion, IN 46701

EMERGENCY POWER OUTAGES
To report a power outage, please call 
800-933-7362. We are available to       

serve you 24 hours a day.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rick Robertson, Chairman

Doug Burnworth, Vice Chairman
Bill Knox, Treasurer

Andy Strack, Secretary
George Bennett
Mark Demske

Joe Hutsell
Larry Ott

Jay Wysong

MANAGEMENT TEAM
Ron Raypole, 

President & CEO
Sarah Dreibelbis, 
Office Manager

Doug Dickmeyer, 
Manager of Engineering & Operations

Kevin Dreibelbis, 
Communications & Marketing Manager

Adam Chitwood, 
Manager of Finance & Accounting

Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ 
nobleremc

Follow us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/NobleREMC

Follow us on Instagram
www.instagram.com/nobleremc
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“Few will have the greatness to bend 

history itself, but each of us can work to 

change a small portion of events, and in 

the total of all those acts will be written 

the history of this generation.” — Robert 

F. Kennedy

Kennedy’s words ring true. Each 

opportunity to give of our time and our 

knowledge is a chance to enact change 

and better our community.

One such opportunity is serving on 

Noble REMC’s board of directors.

You may question how you can 

contribute to an electric cooperative 

board: “I don’t know anything about 

electricity!”

We’re not looking for electrical expertise 

— we can teach you that. 

We’re looking for members who 

are passionate and hardworking 

individuals, and will bring their 

experience and perspective to learn 

how to best serve their fellow co-op 

members.

There are three districts up for election 

this year, and they include:

District 3: Currently represented by 

Andy Strack, this district is made up of 

Wayne Township in Noble County and 

part of Milford Township in LaGrange 

County.

District 6: Currently represented by 

George Bennett, this district covers all 

of Jefferson and Albion townships in 

Noble County.

District 7: Currently represented by 

Mark Demske, this district encompasses 

Allen and Swan townships in Noble 

County.

To run for election, qualified members 

of Noble REMC, who live in Districts 

3, 6 or 7, must file a petition with the 

signatures of 15 Noble REMC members 

supporting the candidacy. 

The REMC will provide the petitions 

for election, as well as other board 

information. Completed petitions and 

biographical information must be 

returned to the cooperative no later 

than April 5.

For more information, please call Noble 

REMC Communications and Marketing 

Manager Kevin Dreibelbis at 800-933-

7362.

NOBLE REMC DISTRICT MAP

Get involved!
CONSIDER RUNNING FOR YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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It’s a unique feature of electric 
cooperatives for generations of family 
members to be woven into its history. 
From linemen and engineers to office 
personnel and board members, there 
are family trees that have Noble 
REMC in its roots.

That’s the case for Meter Supervisor 
Dan Cochard, a 33-year veteran of the 
co-op. Cochard discovered his REMC 
roots 20 years ago when working to 
complete a history project on the co-op 
for a leadership training course. During 
his research, he found the minutes from 
Noble REMC’s first board meeting in 
September 1935 and saw a familiar 
name on its first board of directors.

“I remember sitting right beside Sarah 
(Dreibelbis) going ‘Mort Wible?! That’s 
my great-grandfather!’” Cochard said. 
“I didn’t know until I worked here that 
he was on the board of directors.”

Cochard’s great-grandfather was 
Morton Wible, one of the 12 original 
board members of Noble REMC 

— then known as Noble County 
REMC. A fourth-generation farmer, 
school teacher and township trustee, 
he served from 1936 to 1944, 
representing Wayne Township.

Cochard’s great-grandfather was 
instrumental in creating the foundation 
for the cooperative, including:

• Oct. 13, 1936: The articles of 
incorporation were signed and 
our bylaws were adopted. With 
the Noble County Rural Electric 
Membership Cooperative an official 
entity, the membership drive was 
underway. 

• Feb. 15, 1937: The first Noble 
County REMC Annual Meeting 
held.

• April 12, 1937: The REMC Board 
approved applying for a loan 
from the Rural Electrification 
Administration. It was a 20-year 
mortgage for $75,000 at 2.77% 
interest, which was used to 

construct the first 65.7 miles of line 
and serve 255 members.

• Oct. 11, 1937: Indiana Statewide 
REMC was contracted to provide 
power to Noble County REMC. The 
fee established to conduct wiring 
inspections was $1.

• Oct. 4, 1939: The first line truck 
was purchased. It was a 1932 
Ford B 1.5-ton truck with a derrick, 
power take-off, and 250 feet of 
cable, jacks, tarpaulin, spare tire 
and chains. The cost? $445.

Now, 85 years after his initial work, 
Cochard is carrying on his legacy of 
bringing electricity to our members. 

Though he doesn’t remember much 
about his “great-granddaddy” — he 
was 5 when Wible passed — he 
remembers him as the man who 
taught him “how much wood could 
a woodchuck chuck” as a child, and 
now, as the man who made his career 
personal.

Firm foundation
85 YEARS LATER, NOBLE REMC REMAINS IN FAMILY’S ROOTS

Meter Supervisor Dan 
Cochard looks through 
Noble REMC’s original 
1935 minutes, a document 
that taught him about his 
family’s connection to the 
founding of the co-op. 
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2021 Youth opportunities
Providing our community’s youth with 
fun trips and opportunities each year, 
whether it’s exploring our nation’s 
capital or making friends at summer 
camp, is one of Noble REMC’s 
favorite ways in which we give back.

Unfortunately, due to the 
unpredictability of COVID-19 and 
its effect on future travel, it’s been 
decided that three of our annual 
in-person opportunities will be 
canceled in 2021: Indiana Youth Tour 
to Washington, D.C.; Touchstone 
Energy Camp; and Indiana Electric 
Cooperative Page Day.

The health and safety of our students 
and chaperones are always Noble 
REMC’s priority, and the current state 
of the pandemic prevents us from 
offering these programs.

Though we’re sad to make such a 
decision, there are still programs that 
our area youth can participate in for 
2021:

COOPERATIVE CALENDAR 
OF STUDENT ART CONTEST
All Indiana public, private or 
homeschooled students in 
kindergarten through 12th grade 
during the 2020-21 school year are 

encouraged to enter their best artwork 
for this contest, which will showcase 
the best submissions from each 
grade level in the 2022 Cooperative 
Calendar of Student Art. 

A first-place artist will be selected 
for each grade and will receive a 
$200 prize. The artwork of each 
grade-level winner will also illustrate 
either the cover or a month of the 
calendar. Other prizes are available 
for honorable mention and artist of the 
year awards. 

An entry form and a complete set of 
rules is at indianaconnection.org/for-
youth/art-contest. Artwork must be 
received by March 19.

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
Each year, Noble REMC awards three 
$1,000 scholarships to help area 
students further their education at an 
accredited college or trade school.

The only requirements for applying are 
that the student must be an actively 
enrolled senior, their parents’ or legal 
guardians’ primary residence must 
be within Noble REMC’s territory 
and they must be members in good 
standing with the co-op.

To apply, seniors can download 
an application at nobleremc.com/
scholarships and return it to the 
cooperative by March 25.

YOUTH POWER          
AND HOPE AWARDS
Though this one is a bit farther away, 
keep the Youth Power and Hope 
Awards in your mind as you make 
your way through 2021.

Since 2009, the program has annually 
honored Indiana youth in grades 5-8 
for their community service. Past 
winners have raised thousands of 
dollars and donated thousands of toys 
for Riley Hospital for Children, started 
a coat drive for the less fortunate, 
raised funds to cure diabetes, 
developed a program to provide police 
officers stuffed animals to comfort 
children in crisis situations and much 
more!

Winners receive a cash prize, a profile 
in an issue of Indiana Connection and 
more! Application information and the 
deadline will be announced in mid 
2021. Keep reading the magazine for 
more information.

Have your student grab some 
art supplies and create a 

masterpiece for the Cooperative 
Calendar of Student Art Contest 

through Noble REMC.


