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Happy Valentine’s Day
from all of us at
Noble REMC!

Energy efficiency:
It benefits us all

You’ve probably
seen articles, ads
and brochures
from Noble REMC
detailing ways in
which you can use
less electricity. You
may be thinking:
“Why would we recommend such a
thing? Shouldn’t we want to sell more
electricity to make more money?”
It may come as a surprise, but the
answer is no, for two reasons.
First, using more electricity isn’t helpful
from a financial standpoint, because
our cooperative doesn’t generate the
electricity you use. We buy it from our
power supplier, Wabash Valley Power
Association, and work with other
electric co-ops to obtain the best prices
and most reliable supplies.
Collaboratively, we estimate how much
electricity our members will need, and
then enter into agreements to buy that
electricity. But if we get into a situation
where our members need more
electricity than we predicted, we may
have to buy more from the wholesale
market. Because other power suppliers
also need more electricity at those
times, the increased demand drives the
cost of wholesale power up, and we have
to pass those higher costs along to our
members. Members can help save by
using less electricity between 4-8 p.m.
when peak amounts of electricity are
consumed.
Americans are also using more
electricity with each passing year. Even
though manufacturers are producing
ENERGY STAR®-rated appliances and

lighting, power needs continue to rise.
Look around your house. You’ll see a
number of conveniences, including
mobile devices and computers, that
didn’t exist 25 years ago, and nearly
all of them are powered by electricity.
Since the supply of electricity isn’t
growing as quickly as America’s appetite
for it, that demand drives costs higher.
By helping you make more energyefficient decisions, we can reduce
the amount that we need to buy and
help keep our costs under control.
In addition, we know that using and
generating less electricity is better for
the environment, which is important to
the communities we serve.
Second, and most importantly, we’re
not an investor-owned utility. Our
electric co-op is a not-for-profit
organization that exists to serve the
needs of our members. We don’t need to
make profits for shareholders, so there’s
no reason for us to encourage members
to use more electricity. Instead, we work
to help our members make the most of
their energy dollars while improving the
comfort of their homes. This improves
the quality of our members’ lives and
lets them keep more of their hardearned money.
For more about energy efficiency in
your home, contact Energy Advisor
Brian Hawk. He offers members free
residential energy audits, answers
members’ energy questions and makes
recommendations on energy-efficient
building techniques.

RON RAYPOLE
President/CEO
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Interested in a board position?
Use your voice! Run for Noble REMC’s
board of directors.
If you’ve been looking for a way to
become more involved in the cooperative, and in turn, your community,
now is the time to pick up a petition to
run for a seat on our board of directors.
At this year’s Noble REMC Annual
Meeting and Picnic on June 1, members can vote for individuals to represent them for the following districts:
District 1: Perry and Elkhart townships in Noble County and the part of
Benton Township in Elkhart County
served by the cooperative. Currently
served by Robert Lortie, who will retire
at the end of this term and will not be
on the ballot in June.
District 2: Orange Township in Noble
County and the part of Johnson Township in LaGrange County served by the
cooperative. Currently served by Rick
Robertson.
District 8: Washington and Noble
townships in Noble County and the
parts in Tippecanoe Township in Kosciusko County and Etna-Troy Town-
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ship in Whitley County served by this
cooperative. Currently served by Doug
Burnworth.

Director duties
•

The board is composed of nine individuals who represent the membership
in his or her respective districts. Directors set policy and guide the future
direction of the cooperative.
Qualified members of Noble REMC,
who live in those districts up for
election, may seek election by filing
a petition with the signatures of 15
Noble REMC members who support
the candidacy.
Petitions for election and other board information will be provided by the REMC.
Completed petitions and biographical
information must be returned to the
REMC no later than April 1.

meetings, special board meetings,
committee meetings and the REMC
annual meeting. Attend occasional
state, regional and national
meetings.
•

Represent a district, while also
making decisions affecting the
entire membership.

•

Read and be familiar with
information and financial reports
from the cooperative.

•

Determine policy guidelines for
REMC daily operations.

•

Determine work plans and
establish a budget.

Qualified candidates will stand for election, with voting upon registration, at the
annual meeting and picnic on Saturday,
June 1, at the Noble REMC headquarters.

•

Set rates and fee schedules.

•

Enter into contracts for power

For more information concerning the
election process, stop by the office or
call us at 260-636-2113 or 800-9337362.

•

supply, services and goods, as well
as loans for capital improvements.
Evaluate the performance of the
cooperative and its CEO.
•

Report to our members about the
financial condition of the co-op.

•
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Attend all regular monthly board

Employ communication skills to
express opinion or disagreement
with other directors.
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Environmental grants available
Last year, Noble REMC was fortunate

• Reduce energy use,

to award its first-ever EnviroWatts

• Improve water quality of rivers,

®

grant to ACRES Land Trust to protect

streams or underground aquifers,

and care for Noble County properties.

• Improve the air quality of the local

For ACRES preserves, that meant

area,

an opportunity to connect families,

• Enhance species diversity,

students and individuals with nature

• Create or restore habitat for wildlife,

through the free public use of their

• Plant trees or native plants,

alternative energy generated from

properties.

• Encourage recycling,

renewable, environmentally-friendly

• Educate individuals about safe

sources for an additional 1 cent for the

This year it could go to your nonprofit
service organization working toward
a project to improve the environment
locally.

disposal of waste, especially

first 500 kilowatt-hours of electricity

hazardous/chemical waste, or

used each month. This places the

• Educate the public on local
environmental issues.

The co-op is now accepting

Applications for a Noble REMC

applications from such organizations

EnviroWatts grant can be found at

for environmentally-friendly projects

nobleremc.com/programs or picked

that benefit those in the Noble REMC

up at our office at 300 Weber Road,

service area.

Albion, IN 46701. Applications are due

Projects that are eligible for

by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, March 4.

EnviroWatts grants include those with
a goal to:

WANT TO PARTICIPATE
IN ENVIROWATTS?

• Develop renewable energy sources

Established in 2016, the EnviroWatts

and resources,

maximum price per month at $5 for
our members.
These pennies are then put into a
separate program fund, which is
then disbursed to local nonprofit
organizations and projects that
improve the local environment and
community.
To participate in the program, please
contact us at 800-933-7362.

program invites members to purchase

Area solar array brightens outlook
It’s hard to miss with its 3,648 solar panels
covering six acres east of State Road 3 in
LaOtto. And, you’ve most likely seen it
on your way to or from Fort Wayne and
wondered who it belonged to or how the
electricity would be used.
Situated on Noble REMC lines, the onemegawatt solar array was constructed in
partnership with Wabash Valley Power,
our wholesale power provider, as the next
piece of its Co-op Solar program. The
solar energy generated will be used by
regional electric cooperatives who receive
power from Wabash Valley Power for its

members who choose to participate in
the Co-op Solar program. This includes
multiple northeast Indiana REMCs: Noble,
LaGrange County and Steuben County.

A 3,648 panel
solar array
sits along
State Road
3 southeast
of LaOtto.
The array is
served by
Noble REMC.

This is another example of Noble REMC
and Wabash Valley Power giving you, our
members, the option to decide where your
power comes from.
To learn more about the Co-op Solar
program, visit powermoves.com/solar or
nobleremc.com, or call our office at 800933-7362. And keep your eye out for more
information on the solar array and its
construction in future issues.
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Noble REMC sent,
from left, Grant Lake,
Austin Schuman and
Bryce Millhouse to
Touchstone Energy
Camp this past June.

Apply for our
youth programs
Noble REMC values the education of
our youth through fun and adventurous opportunities. That’s why we offer
multiple learning experiences for local
students. Now is the time to apply!

Touchstone Energy
Camp
Taking place June 5-8, this camp is a
fun, powerful and unique camp experience designed for students entering
seventh grade in 2019. Students will
take part in multiple activities, including horseback riding, canoeing, zip
lining, archery and swimming, while
also learning about electrical safety
and taking bucket truck rides.
To apply, visit nobleremc.com to fill
out an application. The deadline to
apply is March 4.

Indiana Youth Tour
This weeklong, all-inclusive trip of
a lifetime to Washington, D.C., takes
place from June 13-20. Local students
will be able to visit our nation’s capital
and learn about government and electric cooperatives.
While in D.C., delegates will visit
landmarks such as Arlington National
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Cemetery, Capitol Hill and numerous
memorials. Indiana’s delegation will also
visit with congressional representatives
and take a tour of the Capitol building.
The trip is available to high school
juniors, whose parents or guardians
are members of Noble REMC. An
application can be completed online at
nobleremc.com. Deadline is March 4.

Scholarships
The REMC is offering three $1,000
scholarships to help area students further their education at an accredited
college or trade school of their choice.
Applicants must be an actively enrolled
senior. Parents’ or legal guardian’s
primary residence must be within Noble
REMC’s territory, and they must be
members in good standing of the REMC.
To apply, seniors can pick up an application at our office or download a copy
at nobleremc.com. Applications must
be returned to the REMC by March 29.

Need more info?
For more information on any of our
youth programs, contact the Noble
REMC office at 800-933-7362.

Noble REMC was proud to sponsor Melissa
Domer and Isaac Coats on the 2018 Indiana
Youth Tour to Washington, D.C.

Noble REMC is
offering three
scholarships to
area students
to help further
their education.
Kyra Warren,
pictured, was
awarded a
scholarship in
2018.

